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Of an Honeſt, and a 


' tain him with a Pompous Enumeration of all thoſe Imaginary Vertues, where- 
with the Romantick Modellers of a Platonick, or Utopian Common-wealth, 
adorn their Paper Senators; when the Character even of a Real Cato, wou d 

be altogether as uſeleſs in our Times, as it 1s rarely found to be practisd ; and con- 
fequently as little regarded now, as he himſelf was by the Corrupt Age wherein he 
lived : Not but that our Nation has of late produced as Great Heroes as any 

Antiquity can boaſt of, yet it cannot be imagined that they are to be ftoun&'in eve- 

ry little Town or Borrough. 

--+ As for my Honeſt and Worthy Parliament Man, all the Onalitications that I 

deſire to find in him,are only ſuch as it wou'd be the greateſt aftront imaginable to 

any Engliſh Gentleman to think him deſtitute of: Thar is, | that he ſhou'd be a 

Man of Senſe, Integrity and Honour. Let him but follow their Dictates, and then 

all the duties which we may reckon, or think of, to be incumbent on him; will 

be as eaſily performed by him, as they are dem6nſtrable to be the obvious, and 

Natural Conſequents of ſuch Principles. 

' As for his Religion, he 1s a ſincere, as well as open Profeſſor of that which by 
{our Laws is now become Eſfential to his Office, I mean, that of the Church of 
bo England : Nor is he of it becauſe it 1s Eſtabliſh'd by Law, or that he was bred 

init ; but betore he ſettled his Opinton, he maturely examin' its firſt Principles, 

and found them agreeable to the Divine will, and Right Reaſon, he diſcovered 

'the Folly and Errours of thoſe who oppoſe any points of its Dodtrine : And be- 

'ing throughly fatisfied in the Fundamentals, for its Diſcipline, he entirely ſubmits 

'himſelf to the Judgment and Authority of thoſe to whoſe Conduct and Diſcretion 

[the Government of the Church has ES in all Ages committed. 

- | But tho' he be a zealous Church-man himſelf, yet he is fo far from Perſccuring 

| thoſe who Diſſent from the Eſtabliſht Religion purely for Conſcience 
fake, thar he is ready to pity their weakneſs, have Compaſſion on their Infirmi- 
| ties, and expreſs the greateſt Tenderneſs imaginable for their Perſons, whenever 

| that time ſhall come, when it will be his chance to meet with thoſe, whoſeRKru- 
| ples ariſe rather from a real defed& in their underſtandings, than forne Worldly In» 
tereſt qr defire of Filthy Lucre, an Obſtinate,Peeviſh,or Sel:- conceited Humour, or 
| the vain glorious Spirit of Contradiction. 
= As for his Sentiments in State Aﬀairs, in which next to his Religion, his greateſt 
| defire is to be Orthodox ; before they fixt, he always tries them with the Touch- 
| ſtone of Reaſon; and conſequently thinks it Lawful for him to be a Latitudinarian 
' in Judgment in Relation to Civil Matters : I mean fo far as not to expect to find 
| an Int 2llible Judge, amongſt either Torys, Whigs, or Trimmers. He takes up 
| Opinicns upon truſt from 00 Party, nor condemns any,becauſe they are of it, who 
| differ from him 1n other things: : And therefore he cou'd not but ſmile, to lee in 
b-: A our 


Ii Hope the Reader will not be ſo unwiſe, as to expect that I/ſhould here enter- 


Fa 


our late Times of Diſſention., ſo many in all outward appearance Honeſt, and 
thinking men, continually jogg on, like a Gang of Pack-Horſes aiter the Leaders 
of their ſeveral Parties; and tho they wander, after theſe Blazing, butdcceit- 
ful Lights, into never ſo many Crooked and by paths, yet with an implicit and 
Blind Faith, ſtull believe themſelves to be in the right way. 

For his part, his only aim is at the Honour, Safety, and Intereſt of his Countrey : 
On this Mark, he keeps his eye conſtantly fixt ; nor can the dreadtul Frowns of 
an Enraged Prince, 'or the horrid Clamours of a poſleſs'd Multitude; ever be able 
to remove him from his point. He finds that his beloved vertue brings ſuch ſolid, 
tho inviſible rewards along with her, that he is equally inſenfible to the promiſing 
ſmiles of fawning great ones that woud tempt, and the terrible menaces of the 
Fierceſt Demagogues, that wou'd force: him to forſake her. He can ſecurely, with- 
out any Fear of Infection, deride the folly, and pity the madneſs of thoſe who for- 
feir their Honeſty, to found their happineſs, upon the unſtable -Bafis of Court Fa- 
vours, or Popular Applauſe. - TY 

He truly enjoys all that Freedom in his Actions, which he thinks his Duty to 
procure for, and defend his Countrey-men in. He 1s wholly a ſtranger to the 
ſervile Ambition of gaining the favourable Opinion of others; nor can he tell 
what it is to fear the Cenſures of any : He is Direted, Influencd, or Byaſsd by 
none ; And whilſt he is engaged in his Countries ſervice, . he thinks the moſt Glo- 
_ rious Epithetes the World can fix upon him, are thoſe of a Rigid Inflexible 111-na- 

turd Honeſt Man. — ” os : 

When hediſcovers that any have Deſigns contrary to the Publick good, let rheir 
Authority and Power be never fo great, he oppoſes their Opinions, with all the 
Courage and Zeal his generous Principles can furniſh him withz without any re- 
ſpe& to their Perſons. But when the time comes, wherein the right ſide ſhall 
turn uppermoſt, as after all Revolutions it ever will at laſt, he is then fo far from 
wampling upon his faln Adverſaries, tho he becomes, I mean as a private Man, moſt 
tender of the Perſons without any Reſpect to their Opinions. 
_ _Heis altogether unacquainted with that baſe and degenerate Paſſion called Ha- 
tred: Yet there is one fort of Men whom he thinks worthy of the utmoſt Degree 
of his Contempt and Scorn ; I mean thoſe falſe and Treacherous Friends, who have 
_ formerly gone along with, nay, much before him in the ſame Cauſe; thoſe pre- 
tended Zealots. for their Country and Religion, who for their own Paultry In- 
tereſt, or ſome by ends made it their buſineſs to {ſet us together by the Ears, 
with their noſyClamours againſtPopery andSlavery : But when the danger was be- 
come real, and juſt hanging over our Heads, when our Church and State were de- 
ſign'd for immediate Ruin, with the fame Mercenary breath ſervilly ofter'd them- 
ſelves to be employ'd as Tools, in the DeſtruQtion of them both. Theſe he con- 
ceives ought to have a mark put upon them, as the worſt of Traytors ; he takes 
them to be the vileſt of Meo, or rather ( to uſe he expreſſion of one who per-. 
haps may think himſelf cocern'd, here) to carry nothing of men, that zs, Engliſh Mev, 
but the ſhape. -— 
ButI now find my ſelf neceſſiated, to take my hand from off the Tablet, leſt in- 
ſtead of compleating thePortraicture of an Honeſt Parliament-man I ſhou'd inſenſi- 
bly touch upon -them, who deſerve another Character. My intention then be- 
ing like my Honeſt Patriots, willingly to offend no man, I ſhall take my leave 
of him at preſent, with this Remark only, Thar a Nation where ſuch as he pre- 
ſide, at the Helm, will without doubt be altogether as happy, as it it were Stecr'd 
by Plato's Philoſophizing Governours, or-Governing Philoſophers. Z 
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